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Pinkeye (IBK) etiology

Major causative agent: 

• Moraxella bovis

• (Moraxella bovoculi) 

Other frequently isolated agents: 

• Mycoplasma spp.

In chronic cases

• Diversity of virus and bacteria
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Methods 

Simple randomly selected 

• 250 dairy herds

• 100 veal calf herds

Contacted in autumn 
2019

199 respondents

• 150 dairy farmers

• 49 veal calf producers



Results 

29 herds had observed 
Pinkeye within a year

Pinkeye problem herds 
> 5 clinical cases (15 
herds)

• 4.7 % [1.3%;8.0%]  
for dairy herds



Results 

29 herds had observed 
Pinkeye within a year

Pinkeye problem herds > 5 
clinical cases (15 herds)

• 4.7 % [1.3%;8.0%]  for 
dairy herds

• 16.3 % [6.0%;26.7%]  for 
veal calf herds

Positive relationship with 
herd size for veal calf



Results 

33.3% of Pinkeye problem herds 
had Mycoplasma cases during 
the past year

10,9 % in the group without 
Pinkeye problems

Significant positive relation 
(p=0.02612, Fisher’s Exact test) 
between Pinkeye problems and 
Mycoplasma observations





Discussion/Conclusion

Sample size too small

Higher occurrence of Pinkeye 
in veal calf herds

Link between occurrence of Pinkeye 
and mycoplasma observation

Higher occurrence of Pinkeye 
than assumed

Laboratory identification in only 20 % 
of the herds with Pinkeye problem

Higher 

occurrence of 

Mycoplasma?

Purchasing?

Suppressed 

immune 

system?



Questions?
Mail: larp@seges.dk


